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From the Editors

How does one happen to learn about bioethics?
Bridging several academic and professional disciplines,
bioethics boasts its importance in all lives. Yet, one
must think critically about how people become involved
in the process. So often at conferences or meetings,
we hear of a need for public education, or for public ex-
pression about issues confronting us. Yet, if people do
not know the science or the philosophical background,
how can they be expected to constructively contribute?
Most commonly, community groups and organizations
use proxies. However, the majority of their constituents
likely remain in the dark.

students with regard to major contemporary bioethical
issues, and thus created a survey course that maximized
exposure while allowing development of skills. At the
end of the term, students are expected to have a solid
understanding of policymaking pertaining to science,
as well as a toolbox of skills that they can apply to any
interdisciplinary topic in bioethics.

While currently awaiting feedback by evaluative
methods, we have some insights to offer vis a vis cur-
riculum implementation. On written faculty feedback,
students reacted positively to various media (video,
PowerPoint, Internet) as well as various pedagogical
methods in contrast to either straight lecture or free

We have adopted partsl
of a model called “Educa-
tion for Active Citizenship’
developed by the Tufts
University College of Citi-
zenship & Public Service,
for the development of a

: Xenotransplantation
seminar on contemporaryj Stem Cells
bioethical issues, leader- Hype & The Media

ship strategies, and con-
nections to public policy
At the core of this mode
is an intuitive way fo
students to learn more tha
the basic science or basi

Class Topics: Our Model

Introduction to Ethics and Policy Making
Genetically Modified Organisms/Foods
Genomics and the Human Genome Project
Two Bioethical Case Studies: Gene Therapy &

Domesic Bioethics Policy

Bioterrorism and Science Policy after 9/11
Cross-Cultural Bioethics

AIDS & National and International Health Policy
The future of medicine and healthcare

discussion. One concern
that we are currently testing
and exploring is the students’
retention of basic scientific
knowledge, which prefaces
each class topic. As a survey
course, scientific specializa-
tion is not among our goals;
however, the lack of depth
into the details of each bio-
ethical argument may hinder
precision in either discussion
or application.

Through this seminar,
we are giving our students
bioethical exposure and a

philosophical argumentd
for or against technology. Often, these issues are too
complex to “choose a side.” Ethical, religious and
cultural, and political perspectives all contribute to al-
location of funds and the passage of regulations. In this
mode of education, students are exposed to fundamental
science as well as how they can overcome problems by
focusing their energy on policy creation. Additionally,
all students contribute to an overall citizenship project
as part of their grade. Our ultimate goal rests with the
students’ understanding of how bioethical issues arise,
and their translation of that knowledge into careers such
as biologists, policy makers, lawyers, or physicians.
In designing a curriculum, we brainstormed the
major bioethical controversies of the present day, and
then made connections between them and general
policymaking, active citizenship, problem solving,
and leadership. The target audience of this class was
not upperclassmen with previous natural or political sci-
ence knowledge, but first-year undergraduates. Thus,
everyone was primarily even in regards to science
and policy backgrounds. In constructing this course,
we realized the relative inexperience of many of the

repertoire of thinking tools,
which they normally would not obtain until possibly
professional experience demands it. By sharing this
information with our students now, we hope that we
are creating more active citizens for the future, and a
group of people who can spread the knowledge to oth-
ers. Meanwhile, we are gaining perspective into the
education of people on bioethics, a goal that bioethicists
commonly share. To educate, one must expose a topic,
integrate previous beliefs with new knowledge, per-
sonalize the issues, and inspire commitment to action.
While it may be difficult to create a mass-education plan
for society as a whole, we are satisfied with this model
of education, believing that it will inspire our students
to educate others.

Brad Crotty Kate McGinigle
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