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yet to do so, and in fact has been known to criticize the
EU for their finn stance on the issue by claiming that
economically, the idea is a bad one, since the consumer
will have to deal with the additional costs of tracking
and labeling. Still, the fact that a survey conducted by
ABC news in June 13-17,2001 claiming that 93% of
those polled were in favor of labeling illustrates how
in favor the American public is ofputting health before
wallet. Pressure on the U.S. government is now well on
its way. Oregon is at the forefront ofthis campaign with
an initiative claiming a mission "to create a national
grassroots consumer campaign for the purpose of lob­
bying Congress and the President to pass legislation that
will require the labeling ofgenetically engineered food
in the United States." Registered voters in Oregon will
decide what their stance is on this issue on November
5,2002. This will most definitely not be an issue kept
in Oregon, as California bas already shown an interest
in following suite. The rest of the country is no doubt
going to be affected by this controversy, with every­
one having to make a decision pretty soon, because it
doesn't ~eem like it will take too long before the ballot
is in front of each of us.
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In the News
Bush Proposes Cuts in Medicare Payments

The Bush Administration is proposing deep
cuts in Medicare payments for drugs and medical
devices. For example, the reimbursement rate for
the procedure to insert a battery-operated pacemaker
would be cut from $29,360 to $12, 102, or 59%. Patient
advocates have joined providers in opposing the cuts,
which they say will reduce access to needed medical
services. "Hospitals wilt not be able to continue pro­
viding chemotherapy at tbe proposed rates. Patients
will have less access to care," said Dr. Edward Braud,
president of the Association of Community Cancer
Centers. Government health officials contend that
the new rates are based on actual claims submittcd by
hospitals, but a spokesman for the Advanced Medical
Technology Association says hospitals tend to under­
report the price of high-tech services.
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Democrats Push Generic Drug Bill
After failing to reach a compromise with Senate

Republicans on a Medicare prescription drug benefit,
Democrats are attempting to force through the House
a bill that would provide greater access to generic
drugs. The bilt closes some of the loopholes that al­
low brand name phannaceutical companies to keep their
patents longer. Brand name drugs are more expensive
than generic drugs, and the costs of prescriptions has
been a rising complaint among senior citizens. The
Senate has already passed the legislation.

Americans Fear West Nile Virus
Fear of contracting the West Nile Virus bas only

become prevalent throughout the US within the last
few years. Original1y transmitted by mosquitoes, West
Nile Virus can cause encephalitis and meningitis, as
well as mimic the type of paralysis caused by polio.
The war against this virus has been targeted at killing
thc mosquitoes where they live with insecticide. In
addition, workers in the US and other countries are
infusing ponds with a bacterium that enters the bodies
of mosquito larvae, destroying tbeir stomachs.

For most people, West Nile poses tittle danger. In
areas in which the virus is present, fewer than I% of
mosquitoes carry it, and of those bitten, fewer than 1%
will become seriously ill. According to epidemiologists,
about I in 150 infected individuals develop encephalitis
or meningitis, with the elderly and those with compro­
mised immune systems at higher risk.

Althougb the odds of contracting West Nile Virus
through a mosquito bite may be slim, a small percentage
of the nation's blood supply may also be contaminated
with the virus, increasing the risk ofbecoming ill with
this potentially fatal disease. Several cases of the virus
have been detected in patients who have recently had
blood transfusions, and researchers are currently testing
if the virus can in fact be transmitted in this manner.

Federal health officials are nearly certain that
the West Nile virus can be and has been transmitted
through blood transfusions. In order to decrease the risk
ofcontracting the virus from the nation's blood supply,
officials are thus hastening efforts to develop tests to
detect if the virus is present in given blood samples.

This new threat also places a burden on physicians'
decision making with regard to patients who may need
blood transfusions, as well as whose blood is used in
minor surgery. Although clinicians have been increas­
ingly critical about how much blood is used, they may
feel even more pressured to use blood only in dire cases.
Patients facing elective surgery might also considerdo~

nating their own blood in advance.
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students with regard to major contemporary bioethical
issues, and thus created a survey course that maximized

How does one happen to learn about bioethics? exposure while allowing development of skills. At the
Bridging several academic and professional disciplines, end of the term, students are expected to have a solid
bioethics boasts its importance in all lives. Yet, one understanding of policymaking pertaining to science,
must think critically about how people become involved as well as a toolbox ofskills that they can apply to any
in the process. So often at conferences or meetings, intcrdisciplinary topic in bioethics.
we hearofa need for public education, or for public ex- While currently awaiting feedback by evaluative
pression about issues confronting us. Yet, ifpeople do methods, we have some insights to offer vis a vis cur­
not know the science or the philosophical background, riculum implementation. On written faculty feedback,
how can they be expected to constructively contribute? students reacted positively to various media (video,
Most commonly, community groups and organizations PowerPoint, Internet) as well as various pedagogical
use proxies. However, the majorityofthcir constituents methods in contrast to either straight lecture or free
likely remain in the dark. r-----~-----~~-~~~----,discussion. One concern

We have adopted part Class Topics: Our Model that we are currently testing
of a model called "Educa and exploring is the students'
tion for Active Citizenship' Introduction to Ethics and Policy Making retention of basic scientific
developed by the Tuft Genetically Modified OrganlsmsjFoOOs knowledge, whieh prefaces
University College ofCiti Genomics and the Human Genome Project each class topic. As a survey
zenship & Public Service Two Bioethical case Studies: Gene Therapy & course, scientific specializa-
for the development of Xenotransplantation tion is not among our goals;
seminar on contempora~ Stem cells however, the lack of depth
bioethical issues, leader into the details of each bio-Hype & The Media
ship strategies, and can ethical argument may hinder

Domesic Bioethics Policyneetions to public policy precision in either discussion
At the core of this mode Bioterrorism and SCience Policy after 9/11 or application.

Cross-Cultural Bioethicsis an intuitive way fo Through this seminar,
students to learn more tha AIDS & National and International Health Policy we are giving our students
the basic science or basi The future of medicine and healthcare bioethieal exposure and a
philosophical argument repertoire of thinking tools,
for or against technology. Often, these issues are too which they normally would not obtain until possibly
complex to "choose a side." Ethical, religious and professional experience demands it. By sharing this
cultural, and political perspectives all contribute to al- information with our students now, we hope that we
location offunds and the passage of regulations. In this are creating more active citizens for the future, and a
mode ofeducation, students are exposed to fundamental group of people who can spread the knowledge to oth­
science as well as how they can overcome problems bYers. Meanwhile, we arc gaining perspective into the
focusing their energy on policy creation. Additionally, education ofpeople on bioethics, a goal that bioethicists
all students contribute to an overall citizenship project commonly share. To educate, one must expose a topic,
as part of their grade. Our ultimate goal rests with the integrate previous beliefs with new knowledge, per­
students' understanding of how bioethical issues arise, sonalize the issues, and inspire commitment to action.
and their translation ofthat knowledge into careers such While it may bedifficult to create a mass-education plan
as biologists, policy makers, lawyers, or physicians. for society as a whole, we are satisfied with this model

In designing a curriculum, we brainstonned the of education, believing that it will inspire our students
major bioethical controversies of the present day, and to educate others.
then made connections between them and general
policymaking, active citizenship, problem solving,
and leadership. The target audience of this class was
not upperclassmen with previous natural or political sci­
ence knowledge, but first-year undergraduates. Thus,
everyone was primarily even in regards to science
and policy backgrounds. In constructing this course,
we realized the relative inexperience of many of the
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