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National
Stem Cell Debate

The announcement that scientists at Ad­
vanced Cell Technology (ACT), a small, privately
financed company in Worcester, Massachusetts
produced the first cloned human embryos was
followed by debates over the moral permissibil­
ity of their use as sources of stem cells. They
can theoretically grow into to all kinds of hu­
man cells and can be used as replacement tis­
sue to treat diseases.
ACT experimented with two methods of cloning,

both of which can produce embryos without a, man's
sperm to fertilize a woman's egg. One of these two
known as therapeutic cloning takes the genetic mate­
rial ofan unfertilized egg out and replaces it with that of
adult skin cells. The resulting clone is an exact genetic
copy of the donor of the adult cell, and therefore, re­
ceivers ofstem cells would not have to take anti-rejec­
tion drugs. The second method known as partheno­
genesis involves chemically stimulating an egg to divide
and would only have the genes of the egg cell.

Stem cell research traditionally raised ethi­
cal concerns because a human embryo must be
destroyed in order 10 derive ils stem cells.
Cloned embryos produced by parthenogenesis.
however, lack genes from a male and cannot
grow to become human beings. Since a human
life is not theoretically destroyed with this sec­
ond melhod. Dr. Michael D. West. the chief ex·
ecutive ofACT, hoped there would be no ethical
objections regarding the derivation ofstem cells.
The chances of a therapeutically cloned human
embryo to develop into a human being are also
slim because the risk of getting a deformed or
dead embryo is greatdepending on the age of
the adult cells used..

The Biotechnology Industry Organization sup­
ports "therapeutic applications of cloning of cells
and tissues - techniques that would not result in
cloned children, but could produce treatments and
cures for some of humanity's most vexing diseases
and disabilities. especially and most immediatelydia­
betes and Parkinson's."
President George W. Bush decided over the sum­

mer that federal funds could only be used for stem cells
produced before August 9, 2001. Thus, there are not
enough stem cells for future research, and ACf is an
example of a private company searching for new
sources. When Bush limited funding for stem cell re­
search, most of it shifted to the private sector.
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Ashcroft Order to Stop Assisted Suicides
Attorney General John Ashcroft gave federal agents

the authority to revoke the license to prescribe drugs of
any doctor who prescribes lethal drugs for tenninally ill
patients. Ashcroft's order affects citiiens of Oregon,
the only state in the U.S. where mentally competent
patients diagnosed to have less than six months to live
may decide to end their lives using lethal drugs. Some
critics believe that the authority to decide whether or
not a doctor's prescription ofdrugs is ethically pennis­
sible should not be in the hands of federal law enforce­
ment agents. Ashcroft suggests that drug agents can
disc~m the "important medical, ethical and legal dis­
tinctions between intentionally causing a patient's death
and providing sufficient dosages ofpain medication nec·
essary to eliminate or alleviate pain."

Aftermath of September 11~
Dr. Peter Piot, the executive director of the joint

United Nations program on HIV and AIDS, stated that
the September IIIh attacks have not only diverted funds
away from the Global Fund to Fight Infectious Diseases
HIVIAIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, but are also dis­
placing the sense of urgency addressing the rising inci­
dence of HIV in the central Asian republics of
'Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan.

A study appearing this faU in the New England Jour­
nal ofMedicine concluded that a significant population
of the United States was suffering from stress immedi­
ately after the terrorist attacks. 35% of children have
at least one of five stress syndromes. Suggested rea­
sons for the high stress levels were personalization, ex­
pansive media coverage, and the threat of further at­

tacks.

UN ADti~Tobacco Campaign

Despite strong support from other nations, United
States' rejection of several points failed to pass mea­
sW"Cs aimed at curbing worldwide tobacco use during
the World Health Organization's (WHO) meeting held
in November 200 I. U.S. delegates argued against ban­
ning marketing tenns such as "light" or "low-tar." The
week prior to the WHO meeting, the National Cancer
Institute announced that such terms are misleading to
consumers. U.S. delegates defend their positions on
the basis of protecting freedom of speech rather than
of acting in the interest ofwealthy tobacco companies.
Countries such as Africa would like to see tighter con­
trols and harsh penalties for tobacco companies that
stray from guidelines due to the great health care costs
and loss oflabar incurred as a result oftobacco-reJated
diseases and deaths.
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Looking to make a difference?

~ ~~Get involved in one of the many
progtams coordinated by the

Tufts Chapter ofthe American
Medical Student Association

Join a Committee or Project Team!
Bone Marrow Drive

Health Policy
Community Outreach

Healthy Tufts Week 2002
Advocacy

Pre-Med Workshops

Visit us on the web at
http://ase.tufts.edu/premed
To learn more and contact

committee coordinators
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Ale you making an IMPACT

Share your experiences in IMPACT!,
a new student journal of

active citizenship on Tufts campuses.

The articles written for impact are intended to foster
active citizenship on campus by spotlighting student
and/or organizational achievement and dedication to
the goals ofUCCPS - to create citizens in all Tufts

students. A short discussion of the problem and a de­
tailed look at the chosen solution and the implemen­

tation are important to share.

Look for the first issue of IMPACf next semester!
Submissions are invited from all.

Sud Qu<Olio.....d SubmQolo.. tolMPACT@toll1.odu
IMPACTll•• studont coordinalod publication of

,he Tuft. University Collog. of Citizenship & I'\lblie S.".ice

• • • • • • • • •
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Are you currently
doing

Fresent it at the +thAnnual T utts
Undergraduate R.esearch
& Scholarship S'ymposium!

Present original works in a campus wide event!
Students in all fields welcome!
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