Timothy A. Wise, policy research director at the Global Development and Environment

Institute at Tufts University in Medford., Mass.: 
"In recent years, a wide range of institutions have documented the generalized neglect of small-scale agriculture since the early 1980s and the need to reinvest in these producers and reshape some of the policies that guide such investments. Many recommend increasing public-private partnerships and connecting smallholders with firms in other parts of the value chain. This can certainly be beneficial to smallholders and their communities, since such value chains—from supermarkets on down— favor large and uniform volumes and prefer to work with a small number of suppliers. But the weak link in public-private partnerships is not the private sector but rather the public sector. The same policies that justified divestment from public agricultural investment have over time weakened the capacity of national and local governments to manage agricultural trade, direct investment where it is most needed and provide the research and extension services that the private sector is unlikely to offer to smallholders. Our collaborative study, 'The Promise and the Perils of Agricultural Trade Liberalization,' documented this persistent problem in the region. Since prices spiked in 2008, the United States and other developed nations have pledged to provide more than $20 billion in new funding to improve agricultural and food productivity in developing nations. Very little of this money has been forthcoming. The most urgent need for funding is in restoring the capacity of local and national governments to assess the needs of smallholders and respond to those needs, not just by facilitating partnerships with the private sector but by helping producers increase their productivity, organization, storage, marketing and ultimately, power, in the marketplace."

